
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  The puzzle 

Gabrielle complains to her friend Jonathan: “Time goes by so fast! The day 

before yesterday, I was still 25 years old and next year, I will be 28.”  

 

 
 

 

On what day is Gabrielle’s birthday? 

 
 

 

 

 

 
                  Source : 100 casse-tête et problèmes de logique, Larousse, 2011. 
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Materials : 

 Video of the puzzle 

 Sheets of paper 

 Pencils 

 Calendars of the 
full year (available 
in the school 
agenda) 

 

                         - Oh, how time flies by!  - 

 Puzzling cartoon 

 

www.amazingmaths.ulaval.ca 



 

 

 
 

The answer:  

We are January 1st and Gabrielle’s birthday is December 31st.  

  

  

  

Detailed Explanations 

  

The nearest day to “next year” is December 31st. Setting the date for Gabrielle’s birthday as 
late as possible in the year allows her to have two different ages in the last two days of the 
year and for the next year be the day after her birthday! So, everything happens on three 
consecutive days (from December 30th to January 1st.  
  

Gabrielle’s birthday is December 31st and the day before, the 30th, she is 25 years old. So, 
on December 31st, she celebrates her 26th birthday.  
  

The statement says that she is 25 years old the day before yesterday: the day before 
yesterday is December 30th, and today is then January 1st.  
  

On January 1st, she is still 26 years old, but she will turn 27 on December 31st of the same 
year. And on December 31st of the next year, she will be 28 years old. She can then state 
that she will be 28 years old next year!  
 

Puzzle Solution 
 


